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Abstract 

The project completed an intensive-level survey of 134 historic resources within the town of 
Eastham. Properties were identified as extant in the town on the 1858 Barnstable County map. Most 
of the properties had been previously surveyed in the 1980s and 1990s, but the historical 
backgrounds recorded on inventory forms were considered inadequate by current standards. 


Methodology 

The objective of the survey was to record detailed historical documentation for the town’s oldest 
and most important historic properties. Previous research reflects the limited property-specific 
information accessible prior to the development of internet research applications. A review of local 
repositories revealed little source material pertaining to the 18"- and 19""-century development of 
Eastham. The scant existing historical sources provided a starting point for a more comprehensive 
documentation for the selected buildings and areas. Properties were pre-selected by the Eastham 
Historical Commission. 


The survey followed the standard methodology set forth in the “Historic Properties Survey Manual” 
issued and updated by the Massachusetts Historical Commission. The process includes field 
inspection with on-site notational and photographic recording, archival research, association with 
architectural and historical contexts, and assessment of significance. Archival research collected 
information on property owners employing deeds, historic atlases, directories, census records, vital 
statistics and genealogical sources searchable on Ancestry.com. Relevant information in local 
archives and historical source materials was examined in local repositories and on the Internet. 
Biographical information on architects and builders was recorded where possible using architectural 
records, newspaper accounts, obituaries and genealogical sources and indexes. 


The products are MHC Building Forms with detailed property and building histories. Each form is 
illustrated with current and, if available, historic views of the property. Digital photographs taken as 
part of the project will be conveyed to both MHC and the Town. A table with property data on each 
building has been compiled as an index to the survey and a basis for general analysis and mapping. 
No base map has been produced. 


Products 
A total of 131 MHC Building Forms have been produced along with a continuation sheet with updated 
information on 705 Doane Rd. (EAS.216). For a listing see the attached spreadsheet. 
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National Register Eligibility 


Contexts for Evaluation 
The historic resources selected for this survey represent a range of properties ranging from 
farmhouses to summer cottages. Contexts for evaluation for these properties include the following. 





e Architecture. Nearly all the houses included in the survey conform to the traditional one- 
story, center-chimney type known by the regionally eponymous name: Cape Cod. Subtle 
variations are evident as the building evolved through the 18" and early 19" centuries. The 
center-chimney plan survives longer on the Cape than on the mainland due to the area’s 
isolation and limited economy. In the 1830s these houses began to incorporate Greek 
Revival-style fagade and doorway features, and a new house type with a front-gable facade 
and a cross-gable plan became popular. These houses often had barns connected to the 
house through a series of outbuildings. These houses represent the transition from a 
maritime to farming and other land-based occupations. In the mid-1800s, the introduction of 
Gothic Revival forms and features to the town’s domestic architecture illustrate the growing 
effects of summer tourism. 


e Agriculture 
At the outset of the 19" century, many mariners and their offspring made the transition from 
the fishery to farming. The railroad played a role in transporting produce to markets, but 
goods were shipped by water as well. Although not necessarily agricultural, salt works 
multiplied and were financially successful for many families. Later on asparagus was a major 
and lucrative crop. 


e Summer Tourism. Sportsmen and campers found their way to the Cape early in the 1800s, but 
once the railroad connected it to the mainland, a tourism economy rapidly developed. In the 
19* century summer visitors found accommodations in hotels, boarding houses and private 
homes; later old houses were purchased by mainlanders for second homes. In the 20 
century, purpose-built summer camps and cottages made their appearance, and after WWII 
a sprawl of summer cottages and retirement homes covered towns like Eastham. 


Properties Listed or Appearing Eligible for the National Register 









































MHC Street 
istori i ? 
Auber No. Street Name Historic Name Style/Type Year Built NRE? 
108 345 | ASPINET RD Zara & Betsey Higgins House Greek Revival/Cape Cod ca. 1832 Y 
J/53 20 | BRIDGE RD Reuben & Eliz. Nickerson House Greek Revival/fg block ca. 1837 ¥ 
J/57 225 | BRIDGE RD Smith-Harding House Colonial/Cape Cod ca. 1763 Y 
J/61 1800 | BRIDGE RD Doane — Bradford House Federal/Cape Cod ca. 1788 Y 
Webb - Cheever House ca. 1720 
5/62 1955 | BRIDGE RD Federal/C Cod ’ Y 
/ Center Meetinghouse Parsonage ederal/capeCe ca. 1790 
767 10 | CORLISS WAY Freeman Jr & Joanna Knowles Hse Greek Revival/Front-Gable Block ca. 1848 y 
G/116 25 | DEBORAH DOANE WAY Doane - Moore House Greek Revival/Front-Gable Block ca. 1868 NRHD 
F ca. 1875, 
B/63 10 | DEPOT RD Smith - Doane House Queen Anne/Front-Gable Block ca. 1885 NRHD 
B/64 60 | DEPOT RD Collins - Ryder House Greek Revival/Front-Gable Block ca. 1847 NRHD 
J/186 60 | DYER PRINCE RD Davis & Alice Smith House Federal/Cape Cod ca. 1823 ¥ 
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MHC Street 
istori i ? 
Number No. Street Name Historic Name Style/Type Year Built NRE? 
K/199 75 | FORT HILL RD Sylvanus D & Harriet A Knowles Hse Greek Revival/Crosswing ca. 1864 NR 
774 60 | HOFFMAN LN Joshua & Deborah Paine Hse & Barn Greek Revival/1.5-sty Gable Blk ca. 1830 Y 
G/117 115 | LOCUST RD Gill- Doane - Savage House & Barn Greek Revival/Front-Gable Block ca. 1850 NRHD 
G/118 180 | LOCUST RD Cole - Moore House Colonial Revival/Gable Block ca. 1880 NRHD 
ca. 1823 
G/119 195 | LOCUST RD Atwood - Knowles House Federal/Cape Cod ca. 1855 NRHD 
G/120 220 | LOCUST RD Chipman - Knowles House Greek Revival/Front-Gable Block ca. 1866 NRHD 
80 670 | MASSASOIT RD Scotter & Phebe Cobb House Federal/Cape Cod ca. 1810 Y 
C/F/122 105R | NAUSET LT BCH RD Nauset Light Keeper's House Gothic Revival/Crosswing 1875 NR HD 
G/115 20 | SALT POND RD Philander & Lucy Shaw House Federal/Cape Cod ca. 1795 NRHD 
G/114 25 | SALT POND RD Knowles - Palmer House Federal/Cape Cod ca. 1790 NRHD 
G/113 30 | SALT POND RD Joseph M. & Jane Cobb House Greek Revival/end house ca. 1845 NRHD 
B/65 55 | SAMOSET RD Barnabas & Mary Doane House Gothic Revival/end house ca. 1855 NRHD 
B/66 90 | SAMOSET RD Earl E. & Lois M. Rider House Second Empire/two-story block ca. 1873 NRHD 
B/67 155 | SAMOSET RD Nickerson - Horton House Greek Revival/end house ca. 1865 NRHD 
B/70 215 | SAMOSET RD Walter F & Matilda K Nickerson Hse Queen Anne/crosswing ca. 1902 NRHD 
B/71 220 | SAMOSET RD Besta UARane mi enureh Queen Anne/crosswing 1898 NRHD 
Chapel in the Pines 
B/72 295 | SAMOSET RD Eldad & Paulina K. Higgins House Second Empire/two-story block 1885 NRHD 
22 1775 | STATE HWY Freeman D. & Bathsheba Mayo House Greek Revival/end house ca. 1850 Y 
25 2085 | STATE HWY Lewis & Lucinda C. Lombard House Gothic Revival/crosswing 1878 Y 
B/28 2375 | STATE HWY Knowles - Swift - Daley House Colonial/Cape Cod ca. 1741 NRHD 
B/166 | 2555 | STATEHWY Doane Family Summer Cottage Palonial ie sory gable ca.1916 | NRHD 
B/30 2645 | STATE HWY William C. & Susan Cobb House Greek Revival/end house ca. 1830 NRHD 
G/31& 
be 2755 | STATE HWY Higgins - Sullivan House & Store Gothic Revival/end house ca. 1851 NRHD 
G/34 3070 | STATE HWY Smith — Brewer House Federal/Cape Cod ca. 1831 NRHD 
G/35 3085 | STATE HWY Sarah Mayo Chipman House Queen Anne/end house ca. 1895 NRHD 








Further Study Recommendations 
The sole recommendation is to verify building dates estimated from property histories and street 
views by interior inspection and analysis by qualified construction historians. 
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